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assignment was done on time

“Thank You, Ma’am” by Langston Hughes

Indirect Characterization There are only two charactersin this story: aboy named Roger
and an old woman by the name of Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones. Langston Hughes
reliesamost entirely on indirect characterization to reveal these two peopleto hisreaders.
Drawing I nferences These are “ educated guesses” about something. To draw an inference,
you must be a careful observer. Watch for several opportunitiesto draw inferencesin this
story. You'll also have to do thison the ISTEP+ test next fall.

Character Change Sometimes characters changein astory from the beginning to the end.
Watch for things that suggest that one or both of these characters do this.

Lrony When something comes out the opposite of what we expect, we say it's IRONIC.If
we saysomething that isthe opposite of what we really mean, that’'sVERBAL IRONY.

Your name and block Date assignment is due

Another Story of Love

. . Read the story “A Volunteer of Love” on page 126 of
2
1. What isthe MAIN IDEA of this story. our text. On the lines below, describe some similari-

ties between Fanniedell Peeples and Mrs. Luella Bates
Washington Jones.

2. What is SURPRISING about the boy’s answer to the woman
when sheasks, “If | turn you loose, will you run?’ (p. 122, col. 1)

3. Why did the boy sit “on the far side of the room, away from

the purse, where he thought she could easily see him out of the .
corner of her eyeif shewanted to” ? (p. 124, col. 1) List some reasons that

teenagers steal things

(over for more questions)
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“Thank You, Ma’am” study guide continued

4. Character Change Like actual people, charactersin stories change sometimes. Likewise, peopl€e's attitudes
about others change. Think about Roger, the boy in the story, and hisrelationship with Mrs. Luella Bates Wash-

ington Jones at the beginning of the story and at the end. How did their attitudes toward one another change and
why did they change?

What did Roger think about Mrs. Jones? What did Mrs. Jones think about Roger?

at the beginning
at thebeginning

at theend
at theend

change

thereason for the
change
thereason for the

5. What is|RONI C about the woman's statement, “When | get through with you, sir, you are going to remem-
ber Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones’? (Hint: Did this statement mean one thing when she said it early in the
story and another thing at the end of the story?




